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PROGRESS  MADE  ON  STREAM  POLLUTION  PROBLEM 


STATE   BECKONS    "MISSING"    DUCKS 
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While  everybody  is  talking  about  the  duck  situation,  Louisiana  is 
efinitely  doing  something  about  it.  The  largest  duck  food  planting  proj- 
et  ever  attempted  in  the  State  has  just  been  completed  on  two  of  the 
tate's  largest  game  refuges.  The  above  photo  shows  a  crew  gathering 
uck  food  for  replanting.  Details  of  this  story  with  other  pictures  will 
e  found  on   page  5. 


:INAL  REPORT  SHOWS  169,652 
RESIDENT  HUNTING  LICENSES  SOLD 
.AST  SEASON  -SETS  NEW  RECORD 


Long  and  presistent  efforts  of  the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  and  the  Louisiana  Stream  Control  Commission  to  combat 
the  stream  pollution  problem  in  Louisiana  are  beginning  to  show 
results.  Several  significant  actions  revealed  last  month  added  more 
convincing  proof  to  the  fact  that  an  honest  and  sincere  effort  is  being 
made  in  Louisiana  to  solve  a  problem  that  is  perplexing  conserva- 
tion authorities  over  the  nation. 

These  developments,  revealed  by  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
missioner Luther   S.   Montgomery,   include   the   following: 

(1)  In  its  first  three  months  of  operation,  a  newly  oi'ganized 
coastal  waste  control  section  within  the  Department  has  detected 
100  separate  violations  of  oil  field  waste  pollution,  and  these  viola- 
tions have  been  corrected  after  being  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
offending  oil  companies.  While,  admittedly  most  of  these  were  of  a 
minor  nature,  they  were  nevertheless  corrected. 

(2)  Nine  oil  companies  operating  in  25  different  oil  fields  were 
cited  for  30  different  alleged  violations  by  the  Louisiana  Stream 
Control  Commission  on  evidence  furnished  by  investigators  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department,  and  were  ordered  to  make 
necessary  corrections. 

(3)  The  Department  .pushed  plans  for  conducting  another  series 
of  extensive  experiments  to  determine  the  effect  of  seismograph 
operations  on   shrimp  and   other  marine  life. 

(4)  Employment  of  a  recognized  national  authority  to  conduct 
a  special  study  representing  the  latest  action  of  the  Department  in 
its  efforts  to  alleviate  high  mortality  rate  of  Louisiana  oysters. 

Details  of  these  latest  developments  and  actions  of  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  found  in  separate  articles  in  this  issue. 


report    just    completed  I  in   returning   receipt 
a  record-b*laMnVMaf1~k&&f:  an'FiluTOSALli 


A   final 
hows  that  a 

f  169,652  resident  hunting  li- 
enses  were  sold  in  Louisiana  dur- 
ng  the  1946-47  season.  This  ex- 
eeds    by    8,667    the    number    of 


icenses   sold    during   the.ji945f46i  inleted   last   week   when    one   lone 
parish   which   had   been   outstand- 


A  detailed  report  of  the  sale 
of  angling,  hunting  and  trap- 
ping licenses  by  parishes  during 
the  past  season  will  be  found 
on   page   4. 


;eason,  which  represented  the 
argest  number  of  hunting  licenses 
•ver  sold  in  Louisiana  up  to  that 
ime. 

Final  figures  were  not  available 
,ip  to  now  due  to  the  fact  that 
leveral    sheriffs    have    been    slow 


pts  for  licenses 
censes,  as  re- 
quired by  lawr-'snd  which  must  be 
checked  before  an  accurate  and 
final  report  on  license  sales  can 
be    made.     The    report   was    com- 


ing finally  came  in  and  the  figures 
were  released  by  Miss  Vera  I. 
Butler,  supervisor  of  licenses  and 
taxes  for  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department. 

The  report  shows  that  a  total  of 
744  non-resident  licenses  were  sold 
during  the  past  season.  Non-resi- 
dent licenses  last  season  were  $25 
for  the  first  time.  During  the 
1945-46  season,  when  annual  li- 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  3) 


State  to  Get  Large  Increase 
In  Federal  Funds  for  Wildlife 


As  a  result  of  action  by  Con- 
gress at  this  session,  Louisiana  and 
other  states,  are  due  to  get  a  large 
increase  in  federal  funds  for  the 
1947-48  biennium  for  Pittman- 
Robertson  projects.  In  the  case  of 
Louisiana  the  increase  may  amount 
to  more  than  130  per  cent. 

It  all  came  about  when  both  the 
House  and  Senate  adopted  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Department  of  Inter- 
ior appropriation  bill  changing  the 
method  of  appropriating  Federal 
Aid  in  wildlife  restoration  funds 
to  the  various  states.  These  Fed- 
eral Aid  in  wildlife  restoration 
funds,  dedicated  by  the  Pittman- 
Robertson  Act,  comes  from  the 
11  per  cent  excise  tax  collected 
by   the   Government  each  year   on 


sporting  arms  and  ammunition 
sales.  These  funds  are  dedicated 
and  cannot  be  used  for  any  other 
purpose.  However,  in  the  past 
Congress  appropriated  each  year  a 
certain  amount  of  money  out  of 
the^e  funds  which  were  allocated 
to  the  States  on  the  basis  of  the 
number  of  hunting  licenses  sold. 
The  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated has  always  been  less  than 
the  funds  available  each  year  from 
this  tax,  with  the  result  that  a 
large  surplus  has  been  accumu- 
lated, which  under  existing  law 
cannot  be  allocated  to  the  states 
except  on  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress. The  accumulated  amount  of 
money  in  this  special  fund  is  esti- 
( Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  4) 
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Oil  Company  Charges  Louisiana 
Pollution  Laws  Are  Illegal 


An  attack  upon  the  constitu- 
tionality of  Louisiana's  stream 
pollution  laws  and  the  Stream 
Control  Commission  has  been  filed 
in  Federal  Court  by  the  Texas 
Company.  It  is  directed  against 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  ex-officio 
chairman  of  the  Stream  Control 
Commission  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission. 

The  suit  was  precipitated  by 
action  of  the  Stream  Control  Com- 
mission recently  in  citing  the 
Texas  Company  and  eight  other 
oil  companies  for  alleged  pollution 
violations  in  coastal  parishes.  In 
its  suit  the  Texas  Company  asks 
for  a  temporary  restraining  order 
to  prevent  the  Stream  Control 
Commission  from  enforcing  its 
regulations.  Federal  Judge  Ben 
Dawkins  of  the  Western  District 
Court  signed  an  order  requiring 
the  members  of  the  Commission 
to  show  cause  on  July  19  at  11 
a.  m.,  in  Federal  Court  in  Shreve- 
port  why  a  preliminary  injunction 
should  not  be  issued.  Judge  Daw- 
kins  has  requested  Judge  Elmo  P. 
Lee  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Ap- 
peals for  the  Fifth  Circuit  and 
Judge  Gaston  L.  Porterie  of  the 
Western  District  to  aid  him  in 
hearing  the  suit. 

In  a  41  page  petition  the  Texas 
Company  challenges  the  constitu- 
tionality of  Act  367  of  1940  as 
amended  by  Act  199  of  1942 
which  created  the  Stream  Control 
Commission,  and  charges  that 
these  acts  are  "illegal,  unwar- 
ranted and  unconstitutional"  and 
violate  the  14th  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  asks  for  injunctive  relief  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  their  in- 
formation and  belief  that  the 
Stream    Control    Commission    ex- 


pects to  enforce  and  will  attempt 
to  enforce  its  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  will  seek  to  subject  the 
plaintiff  to  "excessive  fines  and 
penalties",  and  the  plaintiff's  em- 
ployees to  jail  sentences  for  fail- 
ure to  comply  with  its  orders. 

The  Act  creating  the  Commis- 
sion provides  a  penalty  upon  con- 
viction of  a  fine  not  to  exceed 
$1,000  per  day  or  imprisonment 
not  to  exceed  one  year  each  day 
upon  which  a  violation   occurs. 

The  petition  charges  the  act  is 
unconstitutional  on  the  grounds 
the  Legislature  vested  in  the  Com- 
mission "uncontrolled  discretion 
and  unlimited  powers";  that  the 
Act  failed  to  establish  any  definite 
rules  of  conduct  to  be  followed 
by  the  Commission;  that  it  pro- 
vided the  Commission  with  "un- 
limited arbitrary,  capricious  and 
unreasonable  powers  and  author- 
ity"; that  the  penalties  provided 
are  "excess  and  extreme" ;  that 
the  statute  undertakes  illegally  to 
delegate  to  the  Commission  legis- 
lative and  police  power. 

The  Company  charges  that  the 
threatened  enforcement  of  Stream 
Control  Commission  rules,  unless 
restrained  by  the  court,  will  result 
in  "immediate  and  irreparable  in- 
jury, loss  and  damage".  The  peti- 
tion further  points  out  that  the 
company  will  be  required  to  spend 
large  sums  of  money  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Com- 
mission to  install  decking,  gutters, 
catch  tanks,  fire  walls  and  levees 
in  all  its  fields  in  the  coastal  area, 
which  it  estimates  will  cost  ap- 
proximately $250,000,  and  further 
that  to  comply  with  the  citation 
issued  by  the  Commission,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  reconstruct  its 
tank  batteries,  comprising  107 
tanks,  which  will  require  about 
four   days   construction   work   for 


each  tank,  and  during  such  period, 
curtailment  of  oil  production 
would  be  necessary  due  to  the  fact 
that  facilities  do  not  exist  for 
storing  of  such  oil,  and  in  some 
instances,  total  cessation  of  opera 
tions  may  be  required. 

It  further  avers  that  in  order 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Com- 
mission against  the  discharge  of 
"bleed  water"  in  their  fields,  it 
will  cost  not  less  than  $800,000 
to  drill  the  necessary  salt  water 
disposal  wells,  which  would  neces- 
sitate shutting  down  its  oil  pro- 
duction in  those  fields  while  the 
work  was  under  way. 

Concentrated 

Seismograph 
Work  Stopped 

Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  announced  last 
month  that  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  State  Mineral 
Board  whereby  the  time  for  sub- 
mitting bids  by  oil  companies  for 
leasing  submerged  coastal  lands 
would  be  extended  in  the  future 
so  that  concentrated  seismograph 
exploration  in  coastal  waters  might 
be  avoided. 

As  part  of  the  Department's 
extended  program  to  avoid  injury 
to  marine  resources  in  offshore 
waters,  Commissioner  Montgomery 
held  a  meeting  recently  with 
seismograph  crews  of  oil  com- 
panies operating  in  coastal  waters 
to  discuss  various  phases  of  regu- 
lations issued  by  the  Department 
with  reference  to  seismograph 
work.  The  Commissioner  told  the 
seismograph  operators  that  one  of 
the  chief  complaints  of  fishermen 
was  the  concentrated  "shooting" 
;n  one  area  by  seimograph  crews 
from  various  oil  companies  which 
the    fishermen    charge    results    in 


scattering  shrimp  and  other  marin 
life,  and  the  Commissioner  J 
quested  that  this  practice  be  dis 
continued. 

Representatives  of  the  oil  con; 
panies,  in  explaining  the  reaso 
for  concentrated  operations,  state 
that  the  State  Mineral  Board,  i: 
advertising  for  bids,  allows  onl; 
a  short  period  of  time  for  receip 
of  such  bids  and  since  usuall 
many  companies  are  interested  i 
submitting  bids  and  have  such 
short  time  to  make  their  surveys 
concentrated  seismograph  work  i 
the  result. 

Commissioner  Montgomery  la 
formed  the  company  representa 
tives  that  he  would  confer  wit] 
Major  B.  A.  Hardey,  chairman  o. 
the  State  Mineral  Board  in  ai 
effort  to  alleviate  the  situation 
and  following  a  conference  witl 
Major  Hardey  announced  that  th 
State  Mineral  Board  had  ahead, 
advertised  for  bids  for  the  nex" 
leasing  of  coastal  oil  lands  foi 
July  22,  but  that  after  that,  anc 
in  the  future,  bids  will  be  adver- 
tised for  30  days  or  more  and  thai 
oil  companies  will  be  given 
least  60  days  to  make  their  ex 
ploration  surveys.  The  Commis 
sioner  stated  that  the  State  Mi 
era]  Board  would  also  join  wi 
the  Department  in  cautioning  oi 
companies  against  concentrated 
seismograph   operations. 
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BOGALUSA   VETERAN 
NAMED    GAME    WARDEN 

Thomas  D.  Rayburn,  Bogalusa 
war  veteran  who  spent  three  and 
one-half  years  as  a  prisoner  of 
the  Japanese  during  Worldj 
War  II,  has  been  named  as  gama 
agent  for  Washington  Parish.  Ray- 
burn,  holder  of  the  Purple  Heart 
and  seven  battle  stars,  was  high 
man  in  a  civil  service  examina- 
tion held  for  that  post. 


Louisiana  game,  fur  And  fish 


DEPARTMENT  GOES  "TO  BAT"  FOR  LOUISIANA  FISHERMEN 


JSK    CONGRESS    REHABILITATE    FLOOD    DESTROYED    OYSTER    REEFS 

Louisiana)  could  have  paraded 
thousands  of  oyster  fishermen  be- 
fore the  committee.  They,  the 
oyster  fishermen,  could  have  told 
like  stories,  maybe  even  more  to 
the  point.  But  John  Kiffe,  in  his 
own  way,  covered  the  situation 
thoroughly;  not  only  for  the  St. 
Bernard  area,  but  just  as  well  for 
Terrebonne,  where  other  oyster- 
men  claimed  to  have  suffered 
similar  damage  by  waters  coming 
down  the  Atchafalaya  and  diverted 
from  its  usual  course. 

The  fate  of  the  bill  has  not  been 
decided.  It  may  rest  in  the  hands 
of  the  sub-committee  for  months. 
In   all   probability,   it   may   be   re- 


Congressional    bills    are    a    dime 

dozen. 

They  usualy  conform  to  a  simi- 
ar  pattern,  in  that  an  appropria- 
ion  is  asked,  solicited  or  de- 
nanded  for  some  individual  or 
■roup  of  individuals. 

Not  all  of  them  pass.  Many 
re  discarded,  tabled,  or  handed 
o  some  subcommittee  where  they 
:ather  dust  amid  the  countless 
thei  bills  to  be  discussed  by  a 
.airassed  bunch  of  congressmen. 

H.  R.  572  and  1763  are  no 
ift'erent — on     the     surface — from 


Editor's  Note:  There  have 
been  many  dramatic  occur- 
rences in  Congress.  Some  are 
well  known  because  they  have 
been  highly  publicised.  An 
event  just  as  dramatic  as  any 
Washington  has  witnessed  in 
many  a  moon  and  which  was  not 
highly  publicised  occurred  just 
a  short  time  ago  at  a  sub-com- 
mittee congressional  hearing  on 
two  bills  pending  in  Congress 
to  rehabilitate  oyster  beds  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  which 
were  destroyed  as  a  result  of 
the  opening  of  the  Bonnet  Carre 
spillway   in    1945. 

Leading  the  fight  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fishermen  was  the 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries,  who,  through  its  legal 
counsel,  Harry  P.  Gamble,  pre- 
sented a  brief  that  has  been 
hailed  in  legal  and  congressional 
circles  as  a  "masterpiece"  for 
its  thoroughness  and  clarity  in 
presenting   the   fishermen's   case. 

The  dramatic  part  of  the 
testimony,  described  so  vividly 
in  the  accompanying  article,  was 
furnished  by  one  of  the  fisher- 
men, who  was  brought  to  Wash- 
ington  by   the   Department. 


housands  of  other  bills,  in  that 
hey  ask  for  some  of  the  nation's 
lard-eained  wealth. 

But  there's  something  more  to 
hese  bills  than  just  cold  legal 
'whereas  and  wherefor's".  Thei'e's 
i  human  element  involved  that 
loes  not  appear  on  the  surface, 
[■here's  the  story  of  hardship, 
iacrifice,  long  years  of  toil,  and  of 
ioy  on  seeing  a  goal  accomplished. 
(Vlso,  there's  an  aftermath,  and 
aiticlimax  of  destruction  that 
nakes  H.  R.  572  and  1763  some- 
Sling  more  than  just  another  con- 
gressional bill. 

Almost  any  oyster  fisherman 
knows  the   contents  of  these  two 


bills  which  are  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  sub-committee  on 
salt-water  fish  and  shellfish  prob- 
lems of  the  committee  on  merchant 
marine  and  fisheries.  These  men 
can  tell  you  that  the  bills  provide 
for  an  appropriation  by  Congress 
to  repair  damage  to  oyster  fields 
in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  result- 
ing from  opening  of  the  Bonnet 
Carre  Spillway  during  high  water 
in  1945. 

They  contend,  and  are  whole- 
heartedly backed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries, 
that  the  federal  government 
thiough  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  was 
instrumental  in  causing  the 
destruction  of  their  oyster  beds 
by  opening  the  spillway  and  divert- 
ing fresh  water  onto  the  oyster 
beds  from  which  they  derived  their 
livelihood. 

Take  the  case  of  John  Kiffe. 
He  knows  about  the  devastation 
wreaked  on  his  oyster  beds.  He 
was,  in  his  own  words,  "wiped 
out". 

The  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  felt  that  his  simple 
story  ought  to  be  told  to  Congress 
in  person,  so  he  was  taken  to 
Washington  at  the  department's 
expense  to  do  that.  With  him  went 
Harry  P.  Gamble,  department 
counsel,  who  presented  the  state's 
and  the  oystermen's  case ;  James 
N.  McConnell,  chief  of  the  oyster 
and  water  bottoms  division  and 
Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief 
biologist  for  the  department. 

But  let's  get  back  to  John  Kiffe. 

He  is  an  oyster  fisherman,  and 
has  been  for  some  two-  score 
years.  His  story  is  similar  to  many 
other  small-but  important — oyster 
fishermen  who  saw  their  life's 
work  wiped  out  in  one  brief  inter- 
1  u  d  e  of  government-controlled 
operation. 

In  a  small  room  off  the  great 
halls  of  a  busy  congress,  John 
Kiffe,  "e  pluribus  unum"  to  the 
trade,  stood  before  the  sub-com- 
mittee on  salt-water  fish  and  shell- 
fish problems. 

He  was  just  an  ordinary  fisher- 
man, not  accustomed  to  the  sur- 
roundings of  pressed  suits  harbor- 
ing legal  stalwarts  of  the  nation. 
His  education  was  meager,  and  his 
speech  sounded  peculiar  to  the 
precise  minds  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee members. 

As  his  name  was  called — to 
testify  regarding  his  own  losses — 


John  Kiffe  told  his  story,  and  we 
quote : 

"I  am  an  old  fisherman,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  am  forty-some-odd 
years  in  the  business.  So  I  had  a 
chance,  nine  years  back.  I  have 
been  away,  for  all  my  life,  from 
everybody.  So,  nine  years  back  a 
man  came  and  he  sold  me  a  boat. 
I  buy  camp,  boat,  skiff,  all  equip- 
ment. All  right.  I  be  working  on 
that   for   my   living,   understand? 

"So  after,  few  years  later,  when 
the  boys  was  in  the  army,  the  boys 
started  sending  me  money,  and 
instead  of  putting  the  money  in 
the  bank,  I  took  the  money  and 
put  it  in  the  water.  Work  day  and 
night.  Take  my  family,  after 
school,  my  girls — the  boys  was  all 
in  the  army — we  bed  oysters  day 
and  night. 

"When  I  was  just  started,  ready 
to  get  returns,  I  said:  'I  am  going 
to  buy  me  some  equipment.'  After 
the  water  come  from  Bonnet  Carre 
Spillway,  kill  all  my  oysters,  put 
me  plumb  out  of  business,  with 
nothing.  Even  the  boys,  when  they 
come  back  from  the  war,  they 
wants  some  money.  I  have  no 
money.  I  got  to  go  and  borrow 
money  to  give  to  those  poor  boys. 
I  still  owe  money.  I  still  owe  more 
than  $2,000  right  now.  Of  course, 
I  have  a  good  name,  and  every- 
body will  wait  for  me,  and  little 
by  little,  I  will  pay  them. 

"That  is  all  I  have  to  tell  you. 
But  we  have  been  working  hard, 
day  and  night,  to  plant  the  oyster. 
I  do  not  come  all  the  way  here 
before.  I  never  see  this  place 
before.  The  only  thing  I  would 
like  to  see  is  for  you  to  give  me — 
not  what  I  lost — for  it  is  going 
to  be  too  much.  But  part  of  it. 
So  it  is  up  to  you  to  try  to  fix 
me   up.    I  thank  you." 

They  listened  to  John  Kiffe,  al- 
most leaned  out  of  their  chairs 
to  hear  him.  For  all  his  misuse  of 
the  King's  English,  John  Kiffe 
spoke  from  the  heart,  and  he  had 
a  message  not  only  from  himself, 
but  for  other  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
sissippi oyster  fishermen  who  had 
encountered   similar   experiences. 

Those  who  were  present  say  that 
the  members  of  the  committee 
heard  John  Kiffe  with  perhaps 
more  interest  than  some  others 
who  spoke  longer  and  certainly  far 
more  eloquently. 

Proponents  of  the  bills  (intro- 
duced by  Congressmen  Colmer  of 
Mississippi     and     Domengeaux     of 


Representatives  James  Domen- 
geaux, Third  Louisiana  District 
and  William  M.  Colmer,  Sixth 
Mississippi  District,  who  are  au- 
thors of  bills  in  Congress  pro- 
viding for  appropriation  of  more 
than  a  million  dollars  in  federal 
funds  for  the  rehabilitation  of 
oyster  beds  in  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  destroyed  during  the 
flood  waters  of  1945,  are  also 
co-sponsors  of  a  bill  providing 
for  a  special  appropriation  of 
$50,000  to  enable  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  to  study 
means  of  rehabilitating  these 
destroyed  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi oyster  beds  and  make  rec- 
ommendations  to   Congress. 

This  $50,000  "research"  ap- 
propriation bill  was  passed  by 
the  House  on  July  7th  and 
needs  only  Senate  approval  be- 
fore   final    enactment. 


introduced   at  the  next  session   of 
Congress. 

Meantime,  the  little  people — the 
small-time  operators  of  the  oyster 
industry  in  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi waters — go  about  the  diffi- 
cult task  of  trying  again  to  set  up 
oyster  beds  in  other  localities  in 
order  to  eke  out  a  living  that  was 
swept  away,  they  say,  when  the 
fresh  waters  of  the  diverted  Missi- 
sippi  River  descended  on  the  beds 
with  the  opening  of  the  Bonnet 
Carre  Spillway  in  1945. 

TOTAL   OF    147   ARRESTS 
MADE    DURING    MAY 

Agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  made  a  total 
of  147  arrests  during  the  month 
of  May,  and  violations  were  re- 
ported in  36  parishes  during  that 
month. 
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REPORT  OF  ANGLING,  HUNTING  AND  TRAPPING  LICENSES  FOR  1946-47 


Res. 

@ 

$1.00 


For  Tear  1946 

Angling  License 

Non-Res. 

4 -day 
@  $2.00 


Annual 
@  $5.00 


Season  1946-47 
Hunting  License 
Res.  Non-Res. 


Acadia    367 

Allen    225 

Ascension    302 

Assumption     71 

Avoyelles   241 

Beauregard      289 

Bienville 138 

Bossier    679 

Caddo    6.694 

Calcasieu    2,657 

Caldwell   158 

Cameron     98 

Catahoula    155 

Claiborne     484 

Concordia    481 

DeSoto    416 

East   Baton   Rouge    4,018 

East    Carroll    303 

East   Feliciana    90 

Evangeline    309 

Franklin   328 

Grant     383 

Iberia    152 

Iberville 187 

Jackson     474 

Jefferson     299 

Jeff  Davis    448 

Lafayette     488 

Lafourche    252 

LaSalle     401 

Lincoln   375 

Livingston     205 

Madison    277 

Morehouse  585 

Natchitoches     1,972 

Orleans  6,923 

Ouachita    2,488 

Plaquemines     32 

Pointe  Coupee    313 

Rapides     2,377 

Red  River    205 

Richland    291 

Sabine     192 

St.  Bernard     none 

St.  Charles    119 

St.  Helena ■     22 

St.  James    65 

St.  John    Baptist 21 

St.  Landry    465 

St.  Martin   68 

St.  Mary    172 

St.  Tammany 363 

Tangipahoa 270 

Tensas    266 

Terrebonne    255 

Union    150 

Vermilion 114 

Vernon    518 

Washington    222 

Webster    767 

West  Baton  Rouge    92 

West   Carroll    193 

West  Feliciana    38 

Winn      619 


967 
202 


1,933 
175 


none 

none 
none 
none 
none 
none 
none 


141 
819 


105 

13 

566 


none 
none 
none 
none 
none 
none 


273 
none 


2,926 
2,370 

1,891 
1,138 
1,738 

1,709 
1,318 
1,628 

9.S07 
9,036 
1,075 
1,048 
1,422 
1,475 
1,473 

2,150 

10,759 

1,447 
1,133 
1,912 

2,823 


2,421 
1,994 

1,972 
3,982 
2,487 

2,620 
3,268 
1,821 
1,517 
1,951 

1,423 
3,373 

3,474 

11,918 
6,390 


7,332 
1,190 
2,359 

2,009 

646 

1,373 

365 

1,071 

760 

4,224 

1,323 

2,362 

2,536 

3,266 

1.740 
3,941 


2,809 

2,602 
2,623 

779 
2,673 

646 
2,065 


none 
none 
none 
none 

13 


none 
none 


none 

none 
none 
none 
none 
none 
none 


none 
none 


194 
145 


195 
321 
100 

702 


118 
159 


204 
115 

110 
315 

127 


220 
227 
2S0 


163 
400 
224 

14 
187 
138 
116 

45 
450 
214 


484 
148 


42,621 
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Large    Duck    Food     Planting    Program    Completed 


The  largest  duck  food  planting 
project  ever  attempted  in  Loui- 
siana has  just  been  completed  on 
the  Marsh  Island  and  State  Wild- 
life Refuges. 

This  is  part  of  the  program  in- 
augurated by  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  to  bring 
the  ducks  and  geese  back  to  Loui- 
siana and  to  keep  them  here  dur- 
ing the  winter  season.  It  is  part 
of  a  long  range  migratory  water- 
fowl food  planting  and  improve- 
ment program,  which  will  include 
the  planting  of  duck  and  goose 
food   over  a   period   of  five   years. 

About  1,000  scattered  acres 
were  planted  on  the  two  refuges. 


MIGRATORY  SHOOTING 
DATES  ABOUT  READY 

Duck     hunters     of     Louisiana 
and      the      rest      of      the      nation 


should      know      real 

soon      how 

much  shooting   time 

will  be  per- 

mitted    next    fall    as 

the    U.    S. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Se 

rvice  is  ex- 

pected  to  announce  s 

sason  dates 

and     bag     limits     on 

migratory 

game  possibly  before 

the  end  of 

July. 

The  planting  was  late  in  starting 
for  the  reason  that  the  cold 
weather  had  retarded  the  growth 
of  the  young  plants  to  be  trans- 
planted. It  was  necessary  to  wait 
until  the  young  plants  had  de- 
veloped sufficient  roots  to  insure 
a  successful  transplanting.  The 
project  included  the  transplanting 
of  native  food  plants  from  areas 
where  they  were  plentiful  to  areas 
that  were  baren,  and  these  in- 
cluded duck  foods  that  are  ac- 
climated to  the  vicinity  where  they 
were  planted. 

The  Department's  boats  "Musk- 
rat"  and  "Mink"  and  several  other 
boats    were    used    in    the   project. 


Approximately  twenty  men  were  used  in  this  duck  food  planting  project  designed  to  keep  the  ducks 
in  Louisiana  when  they  come  winging  over  the  Mississippi  Flyway  next  fall.  The  men  above  were  one  of 
several  crews  busily  engaged  in  planting  food  plants  in  what  used  to  be  and  is  expected  again  to  be  one 
of  the   favorite   resting   areas   for   migratory    game. 


Twenty  men  were  engaged  in  the 
work  which  took  the  entire  month 
of  June  to  complete. 

The  program  was  planned  and 
recommended  by  Armand  P.  Das- 
pit,  director  of  the  Fur  and  Re- 
fuge Division.  The  Department's 
biologist,  Ted  O'Neil,  selected  the 
locations  and  plants  to  be  used, 
and  the  planting  was  done  under 
the  direction  of  Warren  Jefferson, 
Refuge  Supervisor  and  Field  Su- 
pervisor R.  D.  Landry. 

Funds  for  this  program  comes 
from  the  leasing  of  Marsh  Island 
for  oil  exploration  to  one  of  the 
major  oil  companies  several  years 
ago,  which  failed  to  materialize 
after  the  company  conducted  some 


seismograph  work  and  then  aban- 
doned operation.  Under  the  act 
of  donation  whereby  the  State  ob- 
tained these  various  game  pre- 
serves, it  was  provided  that  funds 
from  oil  leases  must  be  used  for 
improvements  on  the  preserves. 

The  food  plants  used  were  the 
banana  water  lily,  wild  celery, 
gray     duck     moss     and     widgeon 


grass.  Most  of  the  supply  of  these 
plants  were  taken  from  Firmen 
Lake  and  One  Mile  Bayou  on  the 
State  Wildlife  Refuge  and  a  few 
from  Nick  Lake  on  the  Paul  T. 
Rainey  Refuge,  from  congested 
areas,  and  transplanted  to  North 
Lake,  South  Lake  and  Red  Fish 
Point  on  State  Wildlife  Refuge, 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  2) 


-J 


Another   boat,  "Muz,"  shown   above,   was   used   to   transport  the   crew  i  The   "Muskrat"  of  the   Fur  and    Refuge 

and   plants  to  and  from  shallow  water.  I  boats   used   in  the   duck  food   planting   project. 


s   one  of  several 
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FIGHT  ON  AGAINST  POLLUTION  IN  LOUISIANA 


Newly  Organized 
Section  Busy  on 
Pollution  Work 


The  fight  against  stream  pollu- 
tion in  Louisiana  is  being  pushed 
vigorously  and  relentlessly  by  the 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  and  the  Louisiana 
Stream  Control  Commission. 
Spearheading  the  drive  is  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery, 
who  as  head  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  is  also  ex- 
offieio  chairman  of  the  Stream 
Control  Commission. 

Since  no  funds  were  available 
for  the  fight  against  stream  pol- 
lution, the  Board  of  Liquidation, 
at  the  request  of  Commissioner 
Montgomery,  several  months  ago, 
made  available  a  special  appro- 
priation for  this  work.  With  these 
funds,  there  was  organized  within 
the  Division  of  Oysters  and  Water- 
bottoms,  a  special  section  known 
as  Coastal  Waste  Control. 

Two  steelcraft  boats  were  pur- 
chased and  equipped,  and  special 
inspection  crews  were  organized 
to  go  with  each  boat.  These  in- 
spectors spend  their  entire  time 
in  the  field  checking  oil  operations 
in  the  various  fields  in  the  coastal 
areas.  In  addition  to  inspections 
and  patrol  from  these  boats,  aerial 
inspections  are  also  made  periodi- 
cally, supplementing  the  work  of 
the  ground  crews. 

In  the  three  months  that  this 
coastal  waste  control  section  has 
been  at  work,  these  inspectors 
have  uncovered  and  detected  some 
108  pollution  violations,  which, 
after  being  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  oil  operators,  have  been 
corrected.  After  pointing  out  the 
violations,  the  inspectors  check 
back  to  see  that  the  corrections 
have  been  made. 

In  cases  where  corrections  are 
not  made  after  a  sufficient 
amount  of  time  has  lapsed,  the 
inspectors  then  call  the  violations 
to  the  attention  of  the  Louisiana 
Stream  Control  Commission,  where 
further  action  is  taken,  in  accord- 
ance with  present  pollution  laws 
of  the  State. 

The  Board  of  Liquidation  at  a 
meeting  held  June  8th  voted  suf- 
ficient funds  to  continue  the 
operations  of  this  special  section 
for  the  1947-48  fiscal  year. 


TWO  SEISMIC  AGENTS 
FIRED  FOR  FAILURE 
TO  STICK  TO  JOB 

Two  seismic  agents  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment were  summarily  dis- 
charged last  month  for  failure 
to  accompany  exploration  crews 
of  oil  companies  on  seismograph 
operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico out  of  Grand  Isle. 

Seismic  agents  are  required 
to  be  present  and  make  daily 
reports  of  every  "shooting" 
operation,  and  oil  companies 
are  prohibited  from  engaging 
in  seimsograph  operations  un- 
less an  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  on  hand. 


GOWANLOCH  HONORED  BY 
SHELLFISHERIES    ASS'N 

Dr.   James  N.   Gowanloch,   chief 
biologist    of    the    Wild    Life    and 


Waters  of  Cameron 
And  Calcasieu  Are 
Closed  to  Trawls 

As  a  conservation  measure  to 
prevent  the  depletion  of  shrimp 
in  waters  of  Cameron  and  Cal- 
casieu parishes,  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  through 
an  order  issued  by  Commissioner 
Luther  S.  Montgomery,  has  closed 
all  the  lakes  and  rivers  within  the 
parishes  of  Cameron  and  Calcasieu 
against  trawling  and  seining  for 
shrimp,    until   further   notice. 

This  action  has  been  recom- 
mended by  Department  biologists 
the  Commissioner  stated,  and  also 
has  been  requested  by  the  police 
juries  of  the  two  parishes.  He 
pointed  out  that  these  waters  are 
both  nursery  grounds  for  the 
growth  of  shrimp  as  well  as  nurs 
ery  grounds  for  some  of  the  most 
important  species  of  commercial 
fish,  and  that  the  operation  of 
shrimp  trawls  in  these  areas  in- 
evitably involves  considerable  de- 
struction of  young  fish.  Further, 
the  Commissioner  stated,  it  is  the 
Department's  opinion  that  the 
productive  capacity  of  the  areas 
involved  as  far  as  small  shrimp 
trawlers  are  concerned,  would  be 
greatly  outweighted  by  the  bene- 
fits accruing  from  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  closing  of  these 
waters  to  any  commercial  trawl- 
ing or  seining  for  shrimp. 

Public  notice  of  the  intention 
to  issue  such  an  order  is  being 
published  in  the  official  journals 
of  the  parishes  of  Cameron  and 
Calcasieu  as  required  by  law. 


Stream  Control 
Commission  Cites 
9  Oil  Companies 


Fisheries      Department,      was     re- '  New  Jersey 


cently  elected  vice-president  of  the 
National  Shellfisheries  Association, 
at  the  concluding  session  of  this 
national  organization's  annual 
convention    held    at   Asbury    Park,  I  was  menaced  by  the  recent  cut  in 


Based  on  reports  filed  by  in- 
spectors of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  the  Loui- 
siana Stream  Control  Commission 
has  issued  citations  to  nine  oil 
operators  in  coastal  parishes  call- 
ing attention  to  alleged  violations 
of  its  rules  against  discharging  oil 
Held  wastes  in  coastal  waters. 

Under  rules  of  procedure 
adopted  recently  by  the  Commis- 
sion, the  oil  companies  are  given 
10  days  from  the  date  they  are 
served  with  the  complaints  to  cor- 
rect the  alleged  violations  or  seek 
a  hearing.  Since  many  hearings 
are  expected,  and  since  the  Stream 
Control  Commission  does  not  have 
funds  for  such  purposes,  the  Board 
of  Liquidation,  at  the  request  of 
Commissioner  Montgomery,  ex- 
officio  chairman  of  the  Commis- 
sion, recently  appropriated  funds 
to  the  Department  to  conduct 
these  hearings. 

The  Stream  Control  Commission 
also  has  been  advised  by  Attorney 
General  Fred  LeBlanc,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Commission,  that 
under  present  laws,  prosecutions 
of  the  Commission's  regulations 
would  have  to  be  initiated  by  the 
district  attorneys  of  the  parishes 
where  the  violations  are  alleged  to 
have  occurred,  but  that  the  State 
Attorney  General's  office  would 
defend  the  Commission  against 
any  attack  on  its  jurisdiction  or 
rules. 

CONTINUANCE  OF  OYSTER 
LABORATORY  AT  PENSACOLA 
ASSURED  BY  CONGRESS 

Continuance  of  the  United 
States  laboratory  at  Pensacola, 
Florida,  operated  by  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  has  been  as- 
sured by  action  of  the  Senate  in 
restoring  some  funds  to  the  De- 
partment of  Interior  appropriation 
bill,  which  had  been  cut  by  the 
House.  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery  was  advised  of  this 
fact  in  a  telegram  from  Senator 
Allen  J.  Ellender. 

The  laboratory  has  been  the 
scene  of  important  experiments 
which  have  been  undertaken  in 
Louisiana  and  other  states,  par- 
ticularly with  reference  to  the  oys- 
ter problem.  Existence  of  the 
laboratory,  which  is  deemed  es- 
sential to  Alabama,  Florida  and 
Mississippi,  and  vital  to  Louisiana, 


[  federal  appropriations,  but  acting 


Closed  Season  on 
Shrimp  Is  Being 
Rigidly  Enforced 

Louisiana's  closed  season  shrimj 
in  both  inside  and  outside  waters 
which  got  under  way  June  10  an. 
will  continue  until  the  second  Mon 
day  in  August,  is  being  rigidly  en 
forced  in  accordance  with  pre 
viously  announced  plans  by  Wile 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commissionei 
Luther  S.   Montgomery. 

Excellent  cooperation  is  beinj 
obtained  from  the  shrimping  in 
dustry,  with  the  result  that  onlj 
a  handful  of  violations,  practicallj 
all  of  them  of  a  minor  nature 
have  been  reported.  With  the 
closed  season  in  effect  one  montl 
already  only  15  violations  have 
been  reported. 

In  the  meantime,  rigid  enforce 
ment  is  continuing,  with  the  De 
partment's  three  planes  and  ; 
large  force  of  agents  on  patro 
duty  at  all  times  in  coasta 
waters. 

Of  the  fifteen  persons  charged 
with  violation  of  the  closed  sea 
son  ban  up  to  July  10,  eleven  were 
charged  with  possessing  illegal 
trawls.  The  law  provides  that  all 
boats,  except  those  not  tied  up  in 
port,  may  not  possess  on  board 
trawls  over  16  feet  in  length 
Thi-ee  non-residents  were  charged 
with  shrimping  without  a  license 
and  one  person  was  charged  with 
possessing  over  105  pounds  of 
shrimp  permitted  for  bait. 

Charged      with      possession      of 
trawls  over  16  feet  in  length  were 
John  Gonzales,  Harold  S.  Stron; 
Emile   Buffani,   John  Vela,  Joseph  I 
Lang,      Peter      Savoie,      Anthon; 
Enclede,      Steve      Olender,      John  1 
Ancar  and  Jack  Collins.    Anthony  j 
Milton    was    charged    with    posses- 
sion  of  a   500  foot  trammel  net. 
Albert  A.  Byxbi  was  charged  withl 
possession  of  126  pounds  of  f resh  P 
shrimp.     The    three    non-residents  i 
charged  with  shrimping  without  a ! 
license  were  Hamilton  Morel,  Sr., 
Henry       Porllion       and       Edward}) 
Kimmel. 


upon  requests  from  Louisiana  wild- 
life officials  and  other  states,  thef 
Senate  restored  the  appropriation 
for   the   Pensacola   laboratory. 


TOTAL   OF   91    ARRESTS 
MADE   DURING  JUNE 

A  total  of  91  arrests  in  30  par- 
ishes    in     Louisiana     were     made 
during    the     month     of    June     by 
agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish-k 
eries   Department   on  various   fish , 
and  game  violations. 
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Seven 


WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports   of   Arrests   and   Activities   of 
Wild   Life   Enforcement   Agents 


AGENTS   PARTICIPATING   IN 
MAY    ARRESTS 

jliff  Andrus  5 

Dlifton  Ardoin  1 

'ierre   Babineaux   2 

rack  Bates  2 

vy   Beard    2 

ing-elo  Benandi  6 

fos.   L.   Billiot  1 

[ulius  L.  Book  5 

Charles  Boudreaux   2 

Javmon  Burgess  3 

ohn    Busalacchi    1 

iaymon  Blanchard  1 

'ames   Carroll   1 

5am  J.   Chaze  6 

'""red  Cook  1 

jess  Davis   3 

lubin  A.  Davis  6 

Wilton  Decuir  5 

Pom   Duck   3 

Sdwin  Fairbanks  1 

t>.  L.  Farrar 2 

I.    H.   Forman,   Jr 1 

ohn  W.  Gilbert  4 

Jhas.   J.   Gordy 2 

van  Fisk  3 

Ulen  Hawsey 1 

sma   Hebert   5 

Clarence  Hood  19 

.  F.  Huddleston  3 

Jullen  J.  Landry  5 

i.  P.  LeBlanc  3 

L  E.  Jones  _ 20 

;V.   J.   McCauley   2 

as.  McFerrin  4 

t.   S.   Millikin   3 

larold   Moreau   5 

Sari   Nugent   2 

ames  Low  - 2 

Sam  Nunez 6 

i.  C.  Patterson  19 

k  C.  Percy,  Jr 1 

lobt.  J.   Pertuis 1 

Sen  A.  Price  1 

Jliff  Reeves  1 

[larry   Reno   1 

Jeo.   Savario   3 

■awrence   Sintes   14 

'.  W.  Stewart  1 

V.  R.  Stutson  3 

fJlen  Swayze  4 

Miver  Taunton  5 

|)udley  Trahan  2 

rank  Trocchiano  10 

j'erdie  Trouille   11 

"aul  Voitier  10 

lector   Waguespack   2 

B.  Calhoun  .: 1 

len  Mayeaux  2 


PARISHES     IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS  OCCURRED 
DURING  MAY 

Ascension  2 

Assumption    3 

Avoyelles   8 

Bienville  1 

Bossier    1 

Calcasieu    4 

Cameron 2 

Catahoula     4 

Claiborne    1 

Concordia     2 

East  Baton  Rouge  1 

East  Carroll  3 

East  Feliciana   1 

Evangeline   1 

Grant   2 

Iberia   2 

Jackson    2 

Jefferson 3 

Jefferson   Davis   4 

Lafayette   1 

LaSalle  2 

Morehouse 1 

Natchitoches 4 

Orleans  16 

Ouachita  23 

Plaquemines     6 

Rapides    2 

St.  Charles  1 

St.  Landry  11 

St.  Mary  3 

St.  Tammany  3 

Tangipahoa    2 

Tensas    2 

Vernon   1 

Washington    17 

Winn  3 


OUTSTANDING  SCIENTIST  EMPLOYED 


DEPARTMENT  TACKLES 
OYSTER  PROBLEM 


STREAM   POLLUTION 
CHARGE  BRINGS  $100  FINE 

Charged  with  causing  the  pollu- 
tion of  a  stream  in  Grant  Parish, 
the  manager  of  a  gravel  washing 
plant  has  been  fined  $100  and 
cost  of  court.  Charges  were  filed 
by  agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries   Department. 

When  tried  recently  before 
Judge  Cass  Moss  in  the  Eighth 
Judicial  court  at  Colfax,  Frank 
Fitzjerald,  Alexandria,  manager  of 
the  plant,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
Amite  Sand  and  Gravel  Company 
of  Baton  Rouge,  was  convicted 
and  was  assessed  the  fine  of  $100 
and  cost  of  court. 


All  herons  fly  with  their  necks 
drawn  in,  and  their  feet  extended. 


Recognizing  the  deadly  poten- 
tialities in  the  continued  high 
mortality  rate  of  the  Louisiana 
oyster,  the  Department  of  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  has  engaged  the 
services  of  a  recognized  authority 
in  the  field  of  marine  biology  as 
one  in  a  series  of  steps  to  alle- 
viate the  present  condition,  it  was 
announced  by  Commissioner 
Luther  S.   Montgomery. 

Dr.  Howard  Malcolm  Owen,  na- 
tive of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  until 
recently  an  associate  professor  of 
genetics  and  physiology  at  the 
University  of  South  Carolina,  has 
been  assigned  the  task  of  ascer- 
taining the  causes  for  the  unpre- 
cedented loss  of  thousands  of  oy- 
ster beds  in  the  Pelican  State's 
coastal  waters. 

Commissioner  Montgomery,  in 
announcing  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Owen,  stressed  the  alarming- 
death-rate  and  aggregate  loss  of 
the  valuable  oyster  market  as  a 
"situation  which  requires  the  very 
best  attention  it  is  within  our 
power  to   apportion." 

"In  acquiring  the  services  of 
Dr.  Owen,"  Montgomery  said,  "we 
are  placing  the  oyster  mortality 
problem  in  the  hands  of  an  emin- 
ent scientist,  one  who  is  familiar 
with  all  phases  of  marine  life,  and 
especially  of  the  life  and  death  of 
the  oyster." 

Prior  to  his  professorship  at  the 
University  of  South  Corolina,  the 
34-year-old  marine  biologist  was 
engaged  in  oyster  research  work 
in  the  Virginia  Fisheries  labora- 
tories. The  labs  are  sponsored 
jointly  by  William  and  Mary  col- 
lege and  the  Virginia  Fisheries 
Commission. 

A  graduate  of  Hampden-Sidney, 
the  scientist  received  his  Ph.D. 
from  the  University  of  Virginia  in 
1944.  His  early  schooling  was  at 
Richmond,  his  home  town. 

Dr.  Owen,  his  wife  and  two 
children,  are  at  present  residing 
at  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  near  the 
department  laboratories  at  Grand 


Pass  and  Caillou  (Sister)  Lake, 
where  he  will  perform  most  of  his 
duties. 

He  will  be  assigned  two  assist- 
ants, and  will  have  at  his  disposal 
the  use  of  the  department's  boats 
and  planes  for  the  taking  of  oyster 
samples. 

Commenting  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Owen,  James  N.  Mc- 
Connell,  director  of  the  oyster  and 
waterbottoms   division,   said: 

"We  believe  this  project  to  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
state  and  to  the  thousands  of  oys- 
ter fishermen  who  yearly  gain 
their  living  through  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  their  oys- 
ter take,"  McConnell  said.  "To 
say  that  the  mortality  rate  on  the 
oyster  is  high,  is  putting  it  mildly, 
and  without  a  doubt  the  work  that 
is  to  be  performed  by  Dr.  Owen  is 
worthy  of  all  the  aid  we  can 
give  him." 

High  praise  for  the  past  record 
and  scientific  know-how  of  Dr. 
Owen  came  from  Dr.  James  Nelson 
Gowanloch,  chief  biologist  for  the 
department. 

"Dr.  Owen,"  said  Biologist 
Gowanloch,  "comes  to  us  as  a  dis- 
tinguished biologist;  a  marine 
scientist  of  proven  ability  and 
one  who  knows  the  oyster  from 
'o  to  r'.  He  will  be  of  great  aid 
in  determining  the  outstanding 
factors  involving  the  destructive 
forces  hampering  the  life  of  the 
Louisiana   oyster." 


TWO  NEW  AGENTS  NAMED 
FOR  SOUTHEASTERN  LA. 

The  appointment  of  two  wildlife 
enforcement  agents  for  the  South- 
eastern Louisiana  district  was  an- 
nounced recently  by  Commissioner 
Luther   S.   Montgomery. 

Jessie  M.  Sanders,  Kentwood, 
will  serve  the  Tangipahoa  parish 
area,  while  the  other  appointee, 
Brogan  M.  Fairchild  of  Lottie,  will 
serve   in   Pointe  Coupee  parish. 


LOUISIANA   GAME,  FUR  AND   FISH 


STATE  LAW  HINDERS  PURCHASE 
OF  PUBLIG  SHOOTING  AREAS 


For  years  there  has  been  a  need 
in  Louisiana  for  public  shooting 
grounds! 

For  years  there  has  been  a  need 
for  state  owned  game  manage' 
ment  areas,  which  could  be  de- 
veloped for  the  benefit  of  the 
State's  wildlife  resources,  and  be 
made  available  at  certain  times  to 
provide  sport  and  recreation  for 
Louisiana's  citizens. 

These  needs  have  increased  with 
the  years.  Two  years  ago  the 
sportsmen  of  Louisiana  took  con- 
crete action  to  alleviate  the  situa- 
tion. They  got  the  Legislature  to 
increase  the  fee  on  resident  hunt- 
ing licenses  from  $1  to  $2,  and 
provided  that  50  cents  of  the  extra 
dollar  from  the  sale  of  such  li- 
censes shall  go  into  a  dedicated 
fund  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  public  shooting  areas. 

Last  year,  with  this  new  law 
in  effect  for  the  first  time,  Loui- 
siana sold  the  largest  number  of 
resident  hunting  licenses  in  its  his- 
tory— a  total  of  169,652  licenses. 
The  law  required  that  the  Gov- 
ernor appoint  two  sportsmen  from 
the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
to  advise  and  work  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  in  pur- 
chasing lands  for  public  shooting 
grounds.  In  accordance  with  this 
law,  Governor  Davis  appointed  A. 
C.  "Pops"  Glassell  of  Shreveport 
and  W.  D.  Huff  of  Lafayette. 

Today,  there  is  a  total  of  ap- 
proximately $85,000  in  dedicated 
funds  available  for  the  purchase 
of  public  shooting  and  game  man- 
agement areas  in  Louisiana,  but 
under  present  state  laws,  the  areas 
suitable  and  necessary  cannot  be 
purchased. 

It  all  comes  about  because  of 
th&>  present  state  law  which  pro- 
hibits the  owner  of  lands  from  re- 
taining oil,  gas  and  mineral  rights 
in  perpetuity,  after  he  has  sold  his 
property. 

The  present  law  states  that 
when  a  person  sells  his  land,  he 
may  retain  the  mineral  rights  on 
same  for  a  period  not  to  exceed 
ten  years,  unless  oil  exploration 
is  undertaken  within  that  period, 
at  which  time  the  prescription  of 
mineral  rights  is  automatically 
extended  for  another  period  not 
to  exceed  ten  years. 

According  to  Commissioner  Lu- 
ther S.  Montgomery  and  Major 
James  Brown,  director  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
Fish  and  Game  Division,  there  are 
many  large  areas  of  land  which 
have  been  found  to  be  suitable 
for  game  management  and  public 


shooting  grounds,  which  their  own- 
ers, in  many  cases,  large  corpora- 
tions, are  willing  to  sell  to  the 
State  for  this  purpose,  but  for 
obvious  reasons,  do  not  want  to 
relinquish  their  claim  to  any  oil, 
gas  or  minerals  under  the  prop- 
erty. 

In  order  that  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  may 
be  successful  in  purchasing  public 
shooting  areas,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Legislature  to  amend 
the  present  state  law,  whereby  in 
such  cases,  the  owners  may  retain 
the  oil,  gas  and  mineral  rights  in 
perpetuity. 

Now  that  the  funds  are  avail- 
able for  the  purchase  of  these 
much  needed  game  management 
and  public  shooting  areas,  this  is 
the  new  problem  that  now  faces 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  and  the  sportsmen  of 
Louisiana.  Only  by  legislative 
amendment  of  the  present  law 
will  the  problem  be  solved  where- 
by this  program  for  the  further 
development  of  Louisiana's  wild- 
life resources  and  recreation  of 
its  citizens  will  be  possible. 

Large  Duck  Food 
Planting  Project 
Is  Completed 

(Continued  From  Page   5) 
Bayou  Lucien  Lakes,   Bird   Island 
Bayou  Lake,  Scatt  Lake  and  other 
areas  on  Marsh  Island. 

Major  capitol  improvements  on 
Marsh  Island  are  also  .included  in 
the  long  range  program  outlined 
by  Mr.  Daspit  and  approved  by 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery. 


NEW  DATES   SET  FOR 
MORGAN  CITY  SHRIMP 
BLESSING    CEREMONY 

P.  A.  LeBlanc,  chairman  of  the 
Annual  Blessing  of  the  Fleet  cere- 
mony at  Morgan  City  has  an- 
nounced that  the  event  this  year* 
will  be  staged  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day, August  2nd  and  3rd,  one  week 
before  the  opening  of  the  fall 
shrimping  season  which  starts 
August  11th.  Previously  it  had 
been  planned  to  hold  the  cere- 
monies on  August   30  and   31. 

Trawlers  of  the  shrimp  fleet  and 
all  classes  of  work  boats  and  fish- 
ing boats  will  take  part  in  the 
religious  ceremony  Sunday,  Aug- 
ust 3rd.  Many  interesting  pro- 
gram events  are  planned  for  Satur- 
day and  after  the  blessing  ritual 
on  Sunday. 


Record  Number  of 
Hunting  Licenses 
Sold  Last  Season 

(Continued  From  Page  1) 
censes  for  non-residents  were  $15, 
a  total  of  406  had  been  sold,  but 
during  that  season  also,  a  total  of 
1,681  four-day  tourist  licenses 
were  sold  to  non-residents.  This 
four-day  license  was  eliminated  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Angling    License    Increase 

Figures  released  at  the  same 
time  show  a  tremendous  increase 
in  the  sales  of  angling  licenses 
last  year  over  1945  and  also  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  trap- 
ping licenses  sold. 

For  1946,  a  total  of  42,621 
angling  licenses  were  sold  to  resi- 
dents as  compared  to  27,000  for 
1945.  Only  residents  who  fish 
with  rod  and  reel  are  required  to 
purchase  licenses.  Non-resident 
annual  licenses  amounting  to 
5,808  were  sold  last  year  as  com- 
pared to  4,088  in  1945.  A  total 
of  4,480  short-term  angling  li- 
censes were  sold  to  non-residents 
in  1946  as  compared  to  3,914  of 
the  same  type  in  1945.  The  Legis- 
lature eliminated  the  short  term 
angling  license  for  non-residents, 
which  previously  sold  for  $2,  and 
increased  the  annual  non-resident 
license  from  $5  to  $10.  This  went 
into  effect  with  the  sale  of  ang- 
ling licenses  in  1947. 

A  total  of  13,020  trapping  li- 
censes were  sold  during  the  1946- 
47  season  as  compared  with  11,180 
trapping  licenses  sold  the  previous 
season. 

Increase  in  Revenue 
Figures  released  by  Miss  Butler 
show  a  substantial  increase  in  rev 
enues  from  angling,  hunting  and 
trapping  licenses  the  past  season 
over  the  previous  year.  Under 
Louisiana  law  such  revenues  go  to 
the  State  Treasury  for  the  Con 
servation  Fund  but  cannot  be  used 
by  the  Department  except  upon 
appropriation  by  the  Legislature. 
The  increase  in  revenue  from 
the  sale  of  angling  licenses,  both 
resident  and  non-resident,  during 
1946  over  the  previous  year, 
amounted  to  $25,353.00.  The  in- 
crease in  revenue  from  trapping 
licenses  amounted  to  $3,680.00. 
The  increase  in  revenue  for  resi- 
dent hunting  licenses  totaled 
$178,319.00.  This  large  increase 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  last  sea- 
son's resident  hunting  licenses  sold 
for  $2  whereas  the  previous  year 
it  was  $1.  Despite  the  fact  that 
less  non-resident  hunting  licenses 
were  sold  during  the  past  season, 
there  was  an  increase  in  revenue 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  licenses 
sold  for  $25  as  compared  with  an 


annual  license  of  $15  and  a  fou: 
day  license  of  $5  in  effect  th 
previous  year.  Revenue  increas 
for  non-resident  license  sales  dui 
ing  the  past  season  amounted  t 
$4,085.00. 

Total  increases  in  hunting,  anj 
ling   and    trapping   licenses    (194 
over   prior   season),   amounted 
$211,437.00. 

State  Due  For 
Large  Increase 
In  Federal  Funds 

(Continued  From  Page  1) 
mated   at   the   present   time   to   b 
in     excess     of     thirteen     millioi 
dollars. 

At  this  session,  Congress, 
stead  of  appropriating  a  certaii 
amount  out  of  these  funds,  pro 
vided  that  the  total  revenue  col 
ltcted  yearly  from  the  excise  ta: 
be  allotted  to  the  states.  Revenue: 
from  the  11  per  cent  excise  ta; 
on  sporting  arms  and  ammunitiot 
for  the  fiscal  year  which  ende<i 
June  30th,  is  expected  to  be  ii 
excess  of  six  million  dollars,  ano 
this  is  the  amount  to  be  allocatec 
for  the  next  fiscal  year  to  th« 
states  on  the  basis  of  hunting 
licenses  sold.  The  surplus,  ac 
cumulated  in  previous  years,  re- 
mains intact. 

On  this  basis,  Louisiana,  whicr 
last  year  received  about  $35,00C 
in  federal  funds  for  Pittman- 
Robertson  projects,  will  this  year 
be  entitled  to  receive  about  $' 
000.  Each  state  participating  irj 
these  Federal  Aid  in  wildlife 
restoration  funds  is  required  to 
put  up  25  per  cent  of  state  funds 
to  match  75  per  cent  in  federal 
funds. 

Under  Pittman-Robertson  fed- 
eral aid  projects,  Louisiana  has 
in  the  past  few  years,  been  able  to 
accomplish  considerable  work. 
Among  Pittman-Robertson  pro- 
jects undertaken  in  Louisiana  or 
which  are  still  under  way  include 
a  marsh  management  research  pro- 
gram; a  quail  investigation  pro- 
gram which  has  been  under  way 
since  1941;  a  wild  turkey  project, 
a  game  census  which  started  last 
year  and  which  before  it  is  com- 
pleted in  three  years,  is  expected 
to  make  available  the  first  state- 
wide survey  parish  by  parish  of 
game  conditions  ever  undertaken 
in   Louisiana. 


The  earliest  record  of  a  banded 
bird  is  that  of  a  heron  captured 
in  Germany  in  1710.  The  metal 
bands  on  its  leg  had  been  placed 
there  in  Turkey  several  years 
before. 


